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defended by a wide and deep moat filled from the Epte,
which made attack difficult and capture practically
impossible. The French king observed a large stagnant
pond which was protected by an embankment from over-
flowing into the moat He broke down the walls and the
flood of lake and river and moat swept away the villages
near, and undermined the walls of the castle. The
besieged were forced to quit the castle, and fled into the
neighbouring forest.
Arthur was present with the king at the siege, and
after the capture he was knighted, betrothed to Philip's
daughter, Mary, and invested with all the lands of the
house of Anjou. Xormandy Philip retained for himself.
Arthur was now the unquestioned duke of Brittany.
His mother was dead, and the Bretons were enthusiastic
for their boy lord. Philip may well have looked forward
to uniting the Breton heritage with his own lands by
the results of the alliance and the marriage. But John's
forces were still stronger than the Bretons. Foug^res
and Dol, so often captured by Henry IL, fell into the
hands of his generals, and the country was harried up
to the walls of Eennes.
Arthur now marched with 200 knights to Tours, to
unite with the Angevin insurgents in an attack on Poitou.
Here he was joined by the Lusignans, hot against John,
who had robbed the head of their house of his bride.
They brought but a small force, and Arthur, it appears,
led no more than 250 knights in all Yet he rashly
determined, by a sudden march, to capture his grand-
mother Eeanor, who was still duchess of Aquitaine in
her own right, and in whose untamed yet diplomatic
spirit lay John's chiefest strength. He advanced to